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It is not enough to reply that the decision of 1939 was natural,
wise and inevitable, that Hitler had made his intentions so clear
that only a government which was completely asleep, completely
passive, completely incapable, could have refused to understand
Mein Kamf and the lesson of Prague. But those critics who do not
recognize France's merit in behaving in a way which was both
courageous and wise (and wisdom in politics is a great virtue), are
condemning, at the same time, certain great nations, and heads of
State of world-wide reputation. They forget that Hitler's intentions
vis-a-vis France were less clear, less publicly proclaimed, less com-
pletely in accordance with his political, economic and military needs
than was his intention and his need to invade Russia and to crush
the Soviet Union. Russia was a more dangerous power, Bolshevism
was a political rival more to be feared than was Republican France.
If the decision that France took in September 1939 was dictated to
her by simple good sense, how can one describe the decision taken
by the Russians in August 1939 ? And were they not asking for their
rude awakening of aist June, 1941 ?
If it was evident to the whole world that France was forced to
fight Germany, how is it that it was not evident to the Americans
that they were forced to fight the Japanese ? And yet, despite the
firmness of that country's rulers, a Congress which reflected
American opinion faithfully enough refused to face up to this
evident truth, and was still refusing when Japanese bombs came
crashing down on Pearl Harbor. To consider France's declaration
of war in 1939 as a fact without great importance, of no lasting
interest, is to condemn Russia, the United States and most of the
invaded countries, who, for their parts too, had refused to believe
the evidence and had left it to chance to spare them the ordeals
which obviously someone would have to undergo. Dare we say to
the Dutch and to the Norwegians that the Swiss and the Swedes
do not owe their good fortune simply to chance? Dare we ask
tortured France to forget the choice she made, made with a troubled
heart, with a fear which was not only justified, but not deep
enough, a choice, in fact, that with the sole exception of the British
Commonwealth, she alone made ?
To ask her to forget it is to justify the Flandins and the Lavals,
to justify not only their policy in 1939, but their present policy.
For, if that decision was not one of supreme wisdom and almost